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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, IT 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN VIEWS ON MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 

1. ITALIAN AMBASSADOR ORTONA CALLED ON UNDER SECRETARY 
PORTER OCTOBER 18 TO OUTLINE GOI VIEWS ON MIDDLE EAST 
SITUATION. HE HANDED OVER TEXT OF HIS YALKING POINTS 
PAPER (TRANSMITTED IN SEPTEL) AND WENT ON TO COMMENT 
THAT STATEMENT OF GOI VIEWS CONTAINED NO NOVELTIES; THE 
GOI HAS TAKEN FAVORABLE ATTITUDE TOWARD DIPLOMATIC 
STEPS WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN VIS A VIS SOVIETS AND STRONGLY 
HOPES FOR CEASE FIRE AND ULTIMATE NEGOTIATIONS. WHAT 
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FOREIGN MINISTER MORO HAS MOST IN MIND, ORTONA CONTINUED, 
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IS ACHIEVING CEASE FIRE THROUGH UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
US AND SOVIET UNION. GOI RECOGNIZED THAT FLOWOF 
SUPPLIES INTO MIDDLE EAST WAS STARTED BY SOVIETS, AND 
IF US REACTED WITH SUPPLY OPERATION TO ISRAELI, IT WAS 
DONE IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN EQUILIBRIUM. 

2. IN ADDITION TO GOI STATEMENT, AMBASSADOR ORTONA 
STATED HE HAD JUST LEARNED THROUGH PHONE CALL FROM ROME 
THAT FOREIGN MINISTRY HAD SENT CIRCULAR TELEGRAM TO 
ITALIAN EMBASSIES IN EASTERN EUROPE REQUESTING THEM TO 
BRING GOI VIEW ON MIDDLE EAST SITUATION TO ATTENTION OF 
HOST GOVERNMENTS, ALSO REQUESTING HOST GOVERNMENTS TO 
AVOID ANY ACTIONS, EITHER OF DIRECT OR INDIRECT NATURE, 
WHICH MIGHT JEOPARDIZE PEACE EFFORTS. 

3. AMBASSADOR ORTONA THEN SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO RAISE 

A NOTE OF CAUTION WITH REGARD TO A MATTER AFFECTING THE 
ITALIAN EMBASSY IN DAMASCUS, WHICH CONTINUES TO 
REPRESENT OUR INTERESTS IN SYRIA. THE EMBASSY THERE IS 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT AMERICAN CITIZENS 
MAY VOLUNTEER FOR MILITARY SERVICE IN ISRAEL AND 
EVENTUALLY TURN UP IN SYRIA. IF THIS HAPPENED, IT WOULD 
CREATE A DIFFICULT SITUATION FOR THE EMBASSY IN DAMASCUS. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO AMBASSADOR ORTONA'S QUERY ABOUT HOW 
WE SEE THE NEAR TERM SITUATION, AMBASSADOR PORTER RE- 
INTERATED OUR HOPE FOR A CEASE FIRE ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH 
SIDES AND LEADING TO NEGOTIATIONS. WE CONSIDER 
KOSYGIN'S TRIP TO CAIRO AS A PROBABLY CONSTRUCTIVE 
DEVELOPMENT. IF IT YIELDS NO POSITIVE RESULTS, HOWEVER, 
THEN PROSPECTS WILL BE BLEAK. WITH REGARD TO THEIR RE- 
SUPPLYING EFFORT, THE SOVIETS THEMSELVES CAN PERCEIVE 
THE OPERATION AS SENDING ARMS INTO A BOTTOMLESS PIT. IT 
MUST CREATE STRAINS FOR THEM, AND IS CLEARLY NOT A 
SITUATION THEY WANT TO CONTINUE INDEFINITELY. WE ARE 
HAVING FREQUENT AND RAPID EXCHANGES WITH THE SOVIETS. 

BUT WHAT IS NOT CLEAR IS WHETHER THERE IS ANY GIVE IN 
THE ATTITUDE OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT. WE HAVE 
EXPLAINED OUR POSITION TO THE ISRAELIS, BUT WHETHER 
EITHER WE OR THE SOVIETS HAVE SUFFH**NT LEVERAGE TO 
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BRING AN END TO THE CONFLICT IS SIMPLY NOT YET CLEAR. 

THERE ARE CERTAINLY NO RESULTS IN SIGHT AS YET. IN THE 
MEANTIME OUR SUPPLY AIRLIFT CONTINUES BECAUSE WE CANNOT 
PERMIT THE SOVIETS TO DETERMINE THE MILITARY BALANCE. 
KISSINGER**** 
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